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the action, as well as the triumph The Oonde de las Torres, upon these two military rebuffs, diew off to a moie convenient distance, and left the earl a little more at ease in his new quai ters
Here the Earl of Peteiborow made his lesidence for some time He was extiemely well beloved, his affable behavioui exacted as much iiom all, and he preserved such a good correspondence with the priests and the ladies, that he never failed of the most early and best intelligence, a thing by no means to be slighted in the common couise of life , but much more commendable and necessary in a geneial, with so small an army, at open wai, and in the heait of his enemy's country
The earl, by this means, some small time after, receiving eaily intelligence that King Philip was actually on his march to Baicelona, with an army of upwaids of twenty-five thousand men, under the command of a maieschal of Fiance, began his march towards Catalonia, with all the tioops that he could gather together, leaving in Valencia a small body of foot, such as in that exigence could best be spaied The whole body thus collected made veiy little moie than two thousand foot and six hundicd hoise, yet icsolutely with these he sets out foi Baicelona in the neighbouihood of which, as soon as he arrived, he took care to post himself and his diminutive army in the mountaius which environ that city, where he not only secured them against the enemy, but found himself m a capacity of putting them undei peipetual alarms Nor was the maieschal, with his gieat ai my, capable of returning the earl's compliment of distuibanco , since he himself, eveiy six or eight hours, put his tioops into such a varying situation, that always when most arduously sought, he was farthest off fiom being found In this manner the general bitteily harassed the tioops of the enemy, and by these means struck a perpetual ten or into the besiegers. Nor did he only this way annoy the enemy, the pi ecautions he had used, and the measuies he had taken in other places, with a view to prevent their icturn to Midnd, though the invidious endeavoured to bury them in oblivion, having equally contributed to the driving of the Maieschal of Fiance, and his catholic king out of the Spanish dominions
But to go on with the siege the breaches in the walls of that city, during its siege by the eail, had been put into tole*